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NBC BRIEFING

COMNUNIST STRENGTH AND DISTRIBUTION

I. Indonesisn Communist Party is fourth largest party in Indonesia,
but not wuch smaller than any of three larger parties.
A. Party mesbership is sstimated at 500,000,
8. Polled over ¢ million votes {approximstely 17 perceat of
slections
totsl vote) in 1855 parlismentsry and constituent assembly;
bas 39 out of 260 seats in parliament.
1. Party ie strongest in Central and Easst Java, but has teaticals
throughout Indonesia,
A. RKinety percent of its slectoral support came from Javs.
$11. Btrength in aon-Javaunese arsas i= centered in sll Indowesian
Labor Federation {(E0BSY), Indonssia's largest and best organized
iabor organisstion, and in its pessants' crganimstion.
A. 20B8I has cisimed wewmbership of over 1,000,000,

1. Itz affiliates cover all phases of Indonesiun industry
and production, and ars particularly strong smong astate,
transport, oil and dockworkers, and government employees.

2. SO0BRI iz sctiive 1a 31l msjor islands, but is strongest
in Jave and Sumatrs.

3. Largest affiliate is sutate workers uniocn which has
claimed membership of 660,000, and is strong in estate
ares around Nedan in North Sumatra.

4. Largest oil workers' mio%(,}ﬁﬂriﬁgmn tml
affiliate. N?’ f—‘ﬁ{\*'t%;‘ls_\l_i{;;l [ E——
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a. Claims wembarship of 43,000,

b, Has unionized workers in all oil producing areas,
but is principally strong in Central and South
Bumatra.

B, Pexsanin’ organizstion is strongest in Korth Suemtrs,
Central and Esst Java.

1. Neuberzhip is sot known, but it has clsimed msemburahip
of 150,000 in North Sumatra slone.

Communists also operate usuml front organisations for veterans,

youth, women, eto., which are strongest in Java.

Communists publish some 13 newspapers which have cowbined

cireulation of 18 percent of total asespaper circulation in

Indonesix,

Sukarpo, 1o interests of national unity, iasizts that Communists

be represenied in government.

4. Eowe wonths ago he reportedly stated he regardad Communisis
as only true revelutiomary party left in Indonesia.

1. Be told ¥S ambassador he believes that by "dringing
Communists to family table,” he can conviace them
"they must he Indonesians first and break sny ¢onnection
they uight have with Nescow or Peipiag.”

B. Hizx concept is believed to have been strongly influenced by
his fwpresgions in Communist China of unity and "national
progress.”

€. Ho told U8 smbassador, however, that if he ever gets svidence
Indonesistn Comsunists are taking orders from Noscow he will
“erush them™ 28 he did in Madiun revolt of 1548.
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¥I1. If Sukarno's concept is implemented, Comsunists will have oue
reprassntative on advisory council and probably iadirect
representastion in cabinet.

A. They will siguificantly benmefit by this participation in
formal governwsat apparatus through ineressed prestige,
inersased opportunities te influence Sukarmc aad nationsl
policy, aad theredy inoremssd capacity for subversion.

VIII. If fragwsntation continues, Communists on cuter islands could
be controlled 1f srmy took decisive agtion.

A. Exception iz area around Nedan iz NKorth Bumatrs where local
army commander has armed 1,500 to 2,000 estate workers
aad is giving wilitary training to 10-15,000 wmore.

1. Strengtk Communist-controlled laborers and peasants in
Yorth Sumatra make it ares wvhere Communist subversion
could be undertaken with good prospscis of success.
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